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Tallow Court, Headcorn

Town Centre Parking Ltd have appointed the same architects that designed 
the 9 Units at Tallow Court in 2008,  which includes the 5 houses around the 
pond and 4 adjacent the car park. The intention was to replicate the vernacular 
architecture of the area but with a modern feel. 

The scheme was well received, and Headcorn Parish Council confirmed to us 
in our negotiations about reorganising the car park recently, that this is their 
go to exemplar scheme when describing what they want from new housing 
schemes.

Use of good quality local materials with a commitment to delivering good 
quality landscaping. As a result the scheme was hugely successful and these 
houses to the rear of the Foremans Centre Car Park will seek to emulate this 
excellence by appointing the same architects.

DESIGN INSPIRATION



Communal gardens
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Proposed Site Layout Plan Not to scale

DESIGN STRATEGY

3 Bedroom house

Parish council  parking spaces x 20

Private gardens

Pedestrian access

Vehicular access

Existing trees to retained 

Key

Reinforced vegetation and trees to boundary

The proposal is for 5 individually designed 3 bedroom terraced residential dwellings with 
associated landscaping, access and parking. Internally, layouts have been designed to meet or 
exceed national space standards and provide high quality living for future occupants.

The layout has been carefully considered and is designed around the site constraints. The existing 
access is retained to avoid unnecessary disturbance to existing land levels and tree coverage 
along the site boundary. The development is kept centrally within the site, in the existing 
managed land which means that the built proposals are kept away from the wooded areas to the 
north and west. 

All dwellings are set within generous plots, set back from road frontage, in keeping with 
surrounding development and characteristic of conservation area. As a low density development, 
it enable the site to retain a feeling of spaciousness and minimises disturbance to the existing 
tree canopy, with views into and across the site remaining screened. 

The proposal has a refuse store and a bike store to be use between residents. Each plot also has 
its own electric vehicle charging point promoting a greener more sustainable future.

N

Private parking spaces x 10

Bike Store

Refuse Store

Electric Vehicle Charging



Proposal

Existing Tree Screening

Proposed Hidden Behind
Tree Canopy

Existing Residential

View From High street Entrance to Foremans centre

Factory Shop Sainsburys Local

Sainsburys LocalFactory Shop

Existing Residential
Proposal Hidden Behind 

Tree Canopy
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Not to scaleStreet Section

SCALE
The scale of dwellings reflect the neighbouring development are reflects on the style 
and proportions of the surrounding architecture.

The roof scape is an important feature, with gables, hips and chimneys, which create 
a varied and interesting roof line and is in keeping with architectural style along The 
Formans Centre. 

The position of development within the site and the enhanced screening affords 
generously proportioned buildings. The retention of high value and ‘key’ mature 
trees (largely between 10-20m tall) allows dwellings to sit proportionately within 
landscape. 

By providing only 5 units it means the semi-rural character and feeling of 
spaciousness is not compromised and the high standard of accommodation, with 
generously proportioned windows provides ample natural light. 
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Clay Roof Tile
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White Weatherboard
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Proposed Front Elevation from Private Parking
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MATERIALS
A cohesive palette of traditional materials are proposed to establish site identity that 
reflects and compliments character of neighbouring development and Conservation 
Area.
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LANDSCAPING
The landscaping to the development reflects the neighbouring development. 
The communal landscape gardens to the front of the units creates a natural open 
environment for residents.

The use hedge rows, trees and planting blends into the surrounding context 
seamlessly. There is natural meadow lawn that runs along the boundary to the south 
and north west.



Not to scale
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LANDSCAPE TO SITE ACCESS
As part of this application we are proposing to update and upgrade the existing 
access from the high street. This involves reducing the width of the road and 
introducing landscaping to prevent people parking on the road. We have worked with 
the neighbouring landowner to address this area. This will improve the access and be 
safer for pedestrians.
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This drawing is to be read in conjunction with all associated landscaping
drawings and details.

General - All planted areas to comply with BS. 4428 (1989) 'General
Landscape Operations'.  Compacted sub soil to be cultivated or ripped
to a depth of 250mm prior to laying topsoil.  Topsoil to comply with BS.
3882.

Topsoil - Layer depth (maximum) 100mm, gently firm each layer before
spreading the next.
Depths after firming and settlement to be:-
Planting beds: 450mm

Finished levels of Topsoil after settlement -
30mm above adjoining paving or kerbs.
150mm (minimum) below adjoining building dpc level. Un-changed
within root spread of existing trees.

Where the contractor elects to use chemical herbicides, insecticides or
fungicides, they must do so in strict accordance with the manufacturers
written instructions and at their own risk.

Trees - All trees to have a well developed and well balanced crown.  All
trees to comply with BS. 3936 or BS. 5236.

Shrubs - All shrubs to comply with BS. 3936 Pt 1 (1980) @ Pt 2 (1990)
and to have 3 to 5 branching shoots.  Minimum stem dia. to be 7mm

Mulch - Approved medium grade bark chip to be applied to all planting
beds and to base of newly planted trees in open ground to achieve a
uniform depth of 50mm.

Water - All plants to be watered well in at time of planting  and
immediately before the mulch is applied.

Fertilizer - All planted ares to recieve an application of slow release
fertilizer at a rate of 100g/m².

Trees

PB

Planting

Planted Bed

Proposed new tree as specified by Landscape
Architect

Plants and greenery

T

Note: Site not surveyed by APX Architecture Ltd,
drawing prepared from information provided by others.
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Kemp House, 160 City Road,
London.  EC1V 2NX

This drawing is provided in e-mail/file format
as a guide only. The user should produce
their own drawings and verify all dimensions
and details. The Designers do not accept any
responsibility for any discrepancies which
may exist. If this is not acceptable to the
recipient, the drawing files must be returned
unused, together with a written
communication declining the acceptance of
this condition.

Do Not Scale from this drawing use only
figured dimensions.  Verify all dimensions on
site before commencing any work on site or
preparing shop drawings.

Report all discrepancies, errors and
omissions.

All materials, components and workmanship
are to comply with the relevant British
Standards, Codes of Practice, and
appropriate manufacturers recommendations
that from time to time shall apply.

For all specialist work, see relevant drawings.

This drawing and design are copyright of
drawing number revision

revisions
drawing title

scale date

project title

22_42_SK02

Starnes Plc
The Foremans Centre
High Street
Headcorn
Kent

Proposed Site Entrance Plan

July 20221:100 @ A1

New build out provided to
narrow road to discourage
nuisance parking.

Tarmac road surface made
good as required with
materials matching existing.

Existing footpath retained

SAINSBURY'S

HIGH STREET

Existing retaining wall and
railings retained

Existing
bollards
reatined

Existing footpath retained

Existing footpath retained

Double yellow lines
reinstated either side of
access road.

Existing footpath

Existing footpath

Existing block paved access

Existing pedestrian gate

Existing pedestrian gate

Existing vehicular gate
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SECURE BY DESIGN
The development proposals have been informed by Secure by Design principles, 
with reference to Secured by Design New Homes 2016, in order to create a safe and 
secure environment for future residents.

Access and Movement
Places with a self-defined routes, spaces and entrances. The development 
incorporates a single point of vehicular and pedestrian access.

Surveillance
Places where all publicly accessible spaces are overlooked. The site layout has been 
carefully designed to ensure maximum surveillance of both private and public spaces, 
including the single access road and pedestrian footpath. The proposed development 
contains 3 bed houses to encourage a family orientated development resulting in a 
scheme where people will be at home at all times of the day.

Maximising opportunity for 
natural surveillance

Pedestrian access

Primary vehicular access road

Vehicular access

Secure by Design Principles

Key

N

Ownership
Places that promote a sense of ownership, respect, territorial responsibility and 
community. A sense of place and ownership is a key attribute of the proposed layout. 
The development incorporates clearly denoted boundaries that clearly transmission 
from public to private.

All the proposed dwellings are provided with private garden spaces of which are 
visually separated by appropriate means of enclosure, including proposed vegetation 
and hedgerows.

Physical Protection
Places that include necessary, well-designed security features. The design includes 
a combination of quality landscaping which includes both the retention of existing 
trees and vegetation and the proposal of new planting and hedgerows. The 
combination of this provides a secure environment for future residents, without 
resorting to visually intrusive crime prevention measures.

The houses will be designed with crime prevention detailing in accordance with the 
requirements of the Building Regulations.

Management & Maintenance
Places that are designed with management and maintenance in mind. The new 
development will be managed and maintained effectively by future residents.

In summary, the applicant’s adapted approach to this design takes passive measures 
to minimize the opportunity for crime, including:

 ║ Ensuring through design, a good well-managed scheme that encourages a sense 
of place and ownership amongst future residents.

 ║ Clear delineation of ownership boundaries.

 ║ Maximizing the opportunity for natural surveillance throughout the scheme.

 ║ Ensuring that the access into and out of the new development is perceived to be 
safe, with visible, well-lit and overlooked entrances.

Not to scale



Allocated parking (EV charging)
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Parking Plan Not to scale

Access
The existing access from the Foremans Centre access road and car park is to be retained to avoid 
unnecessary disturbance to the existing land landscaping. This access will serve all 5 houses with 
a width at the entrance of 4.8m. This leads to a further 20 spaces for public use. The pedestrian 
route will be shared with the vehicle route to create a soft courtyard feel to the development.

ACCESS AND PARKING

Parish council space

Allocated parking

Key

Parking Strategy
There is allocated courtyard parking to all the dwellings, which consist of 2 independently 
accessible spaces per dwelling, in line with Kent Residential Parking Standards. In addition we 
have created 1 electric vehicle charging space per unit.

Visitor parking provision is accommodated within site, using the public part of the parking to the 
west of the site. 

Pedestrian route

Vehicular route

N
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Refuse Plan Not to scale

The access road is to remain unadopted, but has been 
designed to accommodate both emergency and refuse 
vehicles, with sufficient space to allow for vehicle turning.

Refuse storage to accommodate both general waste and 
recycling is provided for each property within the purpose 
built refuse store. The refuse vehicle route, refuse collector 
route, pedestrian routes from dwellings and refuse collection 
point is indicated on the above diagram.

REFUSE

Refuse collector route

Refuse collection point

Owner route from dwelling 

Key
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Refuse / Cycle Store  Plan & Elevations



Conclusion
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This Design and Access Statement accompanies a detailed planning 
application for the construction of 5 no. Residential dwellings with associated 
landscaping, parking and access.

The proposals have been informed by the identified site opportunities and 
constraints and detailed assessment of the characteristics of the site.

The proposal is a sustainable development, creating high quality housing in 
a landscaped setting within walking distance from services and facilities. The 
scheme makes effective and efficient use of the site in an acceptable and 
attractive manner, making a useful contribution to housing land supply in the 
local area.

The Design and Access Statement concludes that the proposals are fully 
acceptable in design and access terms.




