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INTRODUCTION
PURPOSE OF DOCUMENT01

This Design and Access Statement has been prepared 

on behalf of our clients, The Department of Education 

and The Heritage Design and Development Team for 

the proposed development at Manor Farm, Frindsbury 

Hill, Rochester, Kent. 

The proposals include a hybrid application that 

incorporates detailed proposals for the restoration 

and part conversion of the Grade 1 Listed Manor Farm  

Barn (to create a wedding and conference facility), 

detailed proposals for a new secondary school 

and outline proposals for up to 181No.  dwellings 

with associated access, parking, landscaping and 

infrastructure.  

The development relates to the current permission 

for the infilling of the existing quarry that will provide 
a suitable location for re-development for part of the 

site.

This Statement is intended to focus on the detailed 

design elements of the scheme and is a supplementary 

document to the submitted drawings and consultant 

reports. 
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THE SITE
SITE DESCRIPTION 02

The application site comprises approximately 17Ha 
of land bound by Upnor Road, Parsonage Lane, 

Frindsbury Hill A228 and Berwick Way A289 in 

the Frindsbury suburb immediately north of the 

Medway City Estate and part of the wider Rochester 

metropolitan area. 

The southern part of the site exists as a former quarry 
which is currently in the process of restoration served 

by a dedicated access from Berwick Way to the north 

(pursuant to permission MC/10/2068 (as amended)). 

Much of the remaining southern section of the site 

exists as unmanaged scrubland. The northern part of 
the site exists as farmland in arable use.

The shape of the site is broadly square and has a 
varied landform, sloping from approximately 36m 
AOD in the south to approximately 15m AOD where 
it abuts Berwick Way.

The entire site is located within the Frindsbury and 

Manor Farm Conservation Area. Manor Farm Barn 

lies on the eastern edge of the Site and forms part 

of the Proposed Development. The barn is Grade I 

Listed and dates to c.1400. Immediately north east of 

Manor Farm Barn and adjacent to the Site boundary 

are Manor Farm Oast and Manor House both Grade II 

Listed Buildings.

Aerial Photograph of Site (Google Maps)

S I T E

Application Site
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Aerial View of the Site (Google Maps)
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THE SITE
SITE PHOTOGRAPHS - QUARRY AND WIDER SITE02
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Aerial photograph of district area (Google Maps)

THE SITE
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Application SiteAerial photograph of local context (Google Maps)
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SITE ANALYSIS
OPPORTUNITIES AND CONSTRAINTS DIAGRAM03

Aerial photograph of site (Google Maps)

N

Key

Main access roads

Site boundary

Minor access road 
(Parsonage Lane)

Existing access to quarry

Wider landscape views

Existing footpaths

Existing tree groups/hedgerows

Existing quarry

Existing residential context

All Saints C of E Church

Manor Farm Barn

Existing quarry edge

Sun path

Playing field

Quarry

Quarry

Arable
land

Scrubland

Scrubland

Scrubland

Arable
land

FRINDSBURY

Industrial Estate
(within former 
quarry site)

V
ie
w
s

Views

Cemetery

Cemetery

Scrubland

A

A

B

B

NOON

AMPM



Manor Farm, Frindsbury Hill, Rochester, Kent

Design & Access Statement | Dec 2020

MANOR FARM, FRINDSBURY HILL, ROCHESTER, KENT 

16

SITE ANALYSIS
CONCEPT ANALYSIS DIAGRAMS03
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SITE ANALYSIS
CONCEPT ANALYSIS DIAGRAMS03
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SITE ANALYSIS
CONCEPT ANALYSIS DIAGRAMS03
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DESIGN EVOLUTION
INITIAL ZONAL MASTERPLAN04

LANDSCAPE 
BUFFER

CHALK CLIFF 
FACE

PEDESTRIAN 
ACCESS

ECOLOGICAL 
VALUE

ECOLOGICAL 
VALUE

PEDESTRIAN 
ACCESS

SECONDARY/
EMERGENCY
ACCESS TO 

MANOR FARM 
BARN

PARSONAGE LANE

P
A
R
S
O
N

A
G
E
 L

A
N

E

FRINDSBURY HILL

B
E
R
W

IC
K
 W

A
Y

DETAILED 
DESIGN

 TBC

DETAILED 
DESIGN

 TBC

ALL SAINTS 
C OF E 

CHURCH

RESI 
ZONE

RESI 
ZONE

RESI 
ZONE

RESI 
ZONE

SWALE

RESI 
ZONE

RESI 
ZONE

RESI 
ZONE

PRIMARY ACCESS ROAD

P
R
IM

A
R
Y
 A

C
C
E
S
S
 R

O
A
D

A
C
C
E
S
S
 R

O
A
D

S
E
C
O
N
D
A
R
Y

RESI 
ZONE

SCHOOL 
ZONE

RESI 
ZONE

RESI 
ZONE

RESI 
ZONE

PUBLIC OPEN 
SPACE

ACCESS TRACK 
TO MANOR FARM 

BARN

PUBLIC OPEN 
SPACE

MANOR FARM 
BARN VENUE

MANOR FARM BARN RESI 
ZONE

P
R
O

P
O

S
E
D
 A

C
C
E
S
S
 

T
O

 S
IT

E

PROPOSED ACCESS 

TO SITE

SCHOOL 
BLOCK

SPORTS
HALL

Initial Zonal Masterplan

N

The following pages show early design proposals that 

incorporate the concept analysis of the site, whilst 

also capturing the key aspects outlined during the 

pre-application process with Medway Council and 

interested parties. Key element for the scheme were 

considered from an early stage which included:

• Minimise impact on setting of the Grade 1 Listed 

Manor Farm Barn

• Draw reference from existing Quarry heritage to 
influence design aspects and provide a ‘sense of 
place’

• Minimise visual impact on the wider setting 

• Retain and incorporate existing ecology aspects

• Provide a scheme that utilises the significant 
change in levels across the site

Following early meetings where the Initial Zonal 

Masterplan was presented, an illustrative sketch 

masterplan,  site sections and precedent imagery was 

prepared to demonstrate the direction of design that 

was considered for the site. This material formed the 

basis of the overall development concept for the site 

and was carried through to application submission. 
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DESIGN EVOLUTION
INITIAL SKETCH MASTERPLAN04
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